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OUR CORE VALUES

LOVE + God's love for all persons
inspires us to love others. We will
value respect and lift up all
persons as children of God.

ACCEPTANCE -+ Just as God'’s
acceptance of us is unconditional,
so is our acceptance of others.
God has created each person
with unique spiritual gifts that are
of God and to be used for God's
work.

FAITH « Faith allows us to face the
future with confidence in God and
each other. We will make decisions
based on our faith, and we will
nurture faith in others.

MISSION & OUTREACH « We will
love and care for our neighbors in
this city and around the world. We
will generously share with others all
the talents and gifts that God has
given us.

CHILDREN <+ We will celebrate,
educate, and nurture all children
of God. We will provide un-
paralleled care and spiritual
formation for children.

WELCOME STATEMENT
St John's Evangelical Protestant
Church, United Church of Chirist,
welcomes into full membership
and participation in the Body of
Christ  persons of every age,
economic or marital status,
gender, language, nationality,
physical or mental ability, race, or
sexual orientation. We welcome all
to share in the life, leadership,
ministry, fellowship, worship,
sacraments, responsibilities and
blessings of participation in our
congregation and Christ's Church.
We embrace diversity in  our
congregation and community,
and affirm the dignity and worth of
every person. Following the
example of Jesus Christ, we hereby
declare ourselves to be an Open
and Affirming Church.

FAT SUNDAY
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

on Shrove Sunday

March 6

beginning at 9:00 am
in Fellowship Hall
Bring your griddle! (see page 2)
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Wen s Gtee Ctub @ Charate

Robert J Ward, director

Friday, March 4, 2011
8:00 pm

The Ohio State University Men's Glee Club and The Ohio State
University Chorale will perform in our sanctuary on Friday, March
4, beginning at 8:00 pm. Both groups are under the direction of
Robert Ward. This will be a concert with something for everyone.
If you're a "Buckeye” you especially won't want to miss it!

Taizé
CANDLELIGHT EVENING PRAYER

Thursdays ¢ 6:00 — 6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday, March 9

meditative ® quietly joyfully
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OQSTOPAL
PCFLECHONS

Robert Fulghum relates
this little story about his
twelve-year-old  grand-
daughter who accompa-
nied him to a wedding.
On the way home, he says, she was unusu-
ally quiet. Finally, she broke the silence.

“I wonder where he ise”
IIWhoaﬂ

“You know—Him—the man I'll marry some-
day, the father of your great-grandchildren.
He must be out there somewhere. Where is
he?”

“l can'timagine. Why do you ask?e”
“Well, | worry about him... | hope he’s OK."”

“Well, if he's going to meet up with you
somewhere down the road, then I'm sure he
must be fine—safe in the hands of destiny.”

(Silence)

| looked down at her and saw trembling lips
and teary eyes. “What's wrongge”

“What if... he got hit... by a tfruck? What if...
he's hurte”

| felt tears in my own eyes. “That would be
awful.”

“Yes,” she sobbed, "he will be so sad and
lonely without me.”

Just then we went through the kitchen door.
My wife saw our distress. “What's wrong with
you two?¢’

“Her husband was hit by a truck.” | moaned,
“and we don't even know where he is or
who's taking care of him.”

“Whate”

Children can go in their imaginations where
we adults are too big to slip under the tent.
They can see things which we older persons
have lost the capacity to envision. Maybe
that's why we enjoy caring for our children
or grandchildren or those of a friend.

We never know how life is playing out in
their minds. We miss the many things they
see because we look right past them.
Children bring us a fresh take on life, and
they can make us laugh at the same time.
They can keep us young if we are willing to
step into their world for a time.

In the church we need to honor and value
our younger ones, even if there is a smaller
number of them nowadays. We should pro-
vide the best Christian nurture we can for
them. We can regularly greet our kids on
Sunday and take a lively interest in them.
We can send our older children to church
camp and share with their parents in the
cost of this great opportunity.

Jesus really had a wide place in his heart for
children. He encourages us to do likewise.

@flejsings!

ammmess  FAT SUNDAY
———— PANCAKE
' e BREAKFAST
= Shrove Sunday  March 6
9:00 am

It's a tradition to celebrate and feast just
prior to Ash Wednesday when fasting and
sacrifice begin in preparation for a joyous
Easter. Most often the celebration is on the
Tuesday before the start of Lent, but it can
occur elsewhere in the week leading up to
Ash Wednesday.

We're all aware of the Fat Tuesday tradition
known as Mardi Gras which is celebrated in
New Orleans. We may not be able to com-
pete with that, but St John's will have its
own “Fat Sunday” observance on March 6
with pancakes and more pancakes starting
at 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall.

It will be a great time to get together and a
lot of fun. Come and join us and, if you
have a griddle, be sure to bring it along so
that we can make large quantities of pan-
cakes quickly!
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The Ohio State University

Wen's tee Citub
@ Chorate

Robert Ward, director
Friday, March 4, 2011 « 8:00 pm

The Ohio State University Men's Glee Club is
a brotherhood committed to excellence
through artistry, achievement in academics,
and outreach to the community. The Men's
Glee Club has been sharing music with the
OSU campus community and around the
world since 1875. They are active through-
out the year with Fall tailgating, multiple
concerts on and off campus and frequent
trips both within the US and abroad.

Chorale, the flagship ensemble of the OSU
mixed choirs, is a 48-member select ensem-
ble and is open by invitation to competitive
audition to all OSU students. Chorale sings
a variety of distinctive choral literature with
frequent solo opportunities. They perform on
campus and in the community, occasion-
ally touring. In July 2008, the Chorale sang
at the Lucerne International Choral Festival
in Switzerland.

THANK YOU for the tremendous support of
the first two concerts in St John's Triune Con-
cert Series—many new faces at St John's,
appreciation for the beautiful music, and
wonderful hospitality. Thanks for the many
people involved in making this series possi-
ble. It's not too late to become a sponsor
of Triune Concerts—see Agnes Wolfe in the
narthex before or after worship, or mail a
donation to the church. Make checks pay-
able to St John's and indicate "Triune Con-
cert Series" on the memo line.

ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

Ash Wednesday, March 9, 6:00 pm
with music in the style of Taizé.

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent.
Lent was the fime for the early Christian
Church to prepare for Easter by a season of
penitence, fasting and prayer. This season of
40 days, which does not include Sundays,
provided a time in which converts to the
faith were prepared for baptism into the
body of Christ.

The Ash Wednesday service emphasizes a
dual encounter: we confront our own mor-
tality and confess our separation from God
within the community of faith. The form of
the service and the scripture texts are de-
signed to focus our lives upon the dual
themes of sin and death in light of God'’s re-
deeming love in Jesus Christ.

While the use of ashes as a sign of mortality
and penance may be new to some wor-
shipers, it has a significant history in Jewish
and Christian worship. The imposition of
ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and ex-
periential way of participating in the call to
repentance and reconciliation. Ash
Wednesday can become in some manner
a Yom Kippur, or Day of Atonement, for the
Christian community.

Worshipers should feel free to participate or
not participate in receiving the mark of the
cross with ashes, depending on its meaning
in their own faith journey. It is not essential to
a complete worship experience. It is a per-
sonal choice, and will be offered for those
who wish it.

Come and bring a friend to this quiet,
contemplative service.
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A NOTE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Friends ~

As we discussed at the annual meeting, our
finances are very tight and our pledges are
way down. Our Budget and Finance team
poured over our income and expenses
when creating the 2011 budget, and with
Consistory support, they decided to forecast
offerings at the historic numbers instead of
the current pledges. This is a bit of a leap
and it will be monitored throughout the
year. In January, our giving was compatible
to past years, which gives us modest com-
fort in our forecast so far.

By forecasting our income at historic num-
bers, we were able to create a conservative
yet functional spending budget. In recent
years, we cut the budget and lowered
spending in office, worship, education sup-
plies, and just about every other area. All
committees and individuals have lowered
spending. | want to thank the many people
in our midst who purchase needed supplies
out of their own pocket. That is a love offer-
ing of great blessing to St John's!

With our cutbacks, we still face hard times.
Many of you agree that we do not want
drastic cuts to our budget if we can avoid it.
The last thing we want is to harm our strong
ministries and hamper our ability fo grow
and create new ways to meet our mission.
This we can avoid with your help!

Howe Action! Take action. We can sit and
worry if we will survive into the future. Or, we
can take action to create a vision for a pro-
ductive bright future. We can CUT CUT CUT
to preserve what we have, hoping it will be
enough for the future. Or, we can use what
we have to move faithfully into the future
with new programs, new missions, new wor-
ship, and a renewed sense of the mission

Jesus charged us with. This all seems scary
doesn't it2 The future is silent. It gives us no
true clear glimpse of how it will be. That is
where faith and action come in.

Pastor Ron taught us in worship that a stick
cannot burn brightly on its own, and it is
likely to go out if left alone too long, but
when one puts many sticks together, they
will burn brightly. They feed off one another
to continue glowing, growing, and warming.
Each individual stick benefits, the whole
group benefits, and all who gather to it
benefit. That is how a church community is.
God can interact with a group as a fire
does among logs. God can help each of us
to be more of ourselves, to be greater, and
to go farther. Howe By being together as
one and having faith that our collective ac-
tion will be blessed by God, spiritually and
financially. It is our job at St John's to feed
the fire so that God’s warmth reaches into
the greater community — drawing people
in, meeting needs, and touching lives. We
do this with action. We already do it with our
great ministries — music, The Largest Table,
Stephen Ministry, and Currents, just to name
a few.

St John's has a long history of action — it
was founded on action! A group of people
took action to create a free way to worship
God and fulfill the needs of the community.
It is our challenge to keep lighted that torch
they started. On March 19 we will have a
congregational retreat. At this retreat we will
evaluate where we are, we will reaffirm
what we are, and we will envision where we
want to be. We will continue the process of
deliberate growth that our founders taught
us. Some steps may take just a few weeks,
some a few months, and others a few years
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to cultivate. This refreat will be the starting
gun that will launch us on an exciting run
toward new ways to live out our core values
and missions. And we will be rewarded with
what we need financially to continue the
vision well into the future. Will every idea
work? Maybe not. But many will and with
each success we will see the benefits and
build the fire brighter.

Will you join us2 Will you take action? Will
you be a positive part of moving St John's
forward in hopeful faithe | hope you willl The
glow of God within our active faith will con-
tribute to a brighter, stronger warmth for St
John's and all who enter.

Peace,
Karen Corcoran
Consistory President

Come be a part of church
revitalization plans!

CONGREGATIONAL

RETREAT
All Members & Friends Invited

SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2011

St John's Fellowship Hall
Fellowship & Breakfast 8:30—9:00 am

Programs 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Box lunch & continental breakfast
provided

meditative, candlelight evening prayer with
music of Taizé and imposition of ashes

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVI

March 9
6:00 pm

The Largest Table Anniversary

Did you know that well
celebrate the seventh
anniversary of The Largest
Table on Ash Wednes-
day, March 9¢ Over the
last six years, thousands of
people have passed

. through the doors of our
church to enjoy good food and fellowship. Have
you been one of them?

To fully appreciate and understand the
magnitude of this wonderful mission, you
have to come and experience it. First-time
visitors are awe-struck. "You do this every
week?" is a frequent comment. Yes, with the
exception of a few weather-related cancel-
lations, The Largest Table is open every
Wednesday. One office-worker claims his
best lunch of the week is on Wednesday!

As the numbers of our guests grow, so does
our need for more helping hands. The tasks
involved are fairly simple—serving food,
wrapping silverware, pouring beverages,
washing pans, etc. There are also opportuni-
ties fo plan menus and prepare food. Con-
tact Joan Stromeier to learn more!

Help celebrate The Largest Table anniver-
sary by joining us on Ash Wednesday. The
short service at noon is followed by lunch.
You just might be inspired to join the TLT
team. If not, you will have enjoyed a great
meal. Can't get away for lunche Why not
plan to attend the annual fundraiser for TLT,
Body & Soul, and evening of food and mu-
sic, auctions and fellowship on April 29!
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MISSION & OUPCQCh

MARCH MISSIONS OF THE MONTH

Both special Missions for March relate to the
UCC Outdoor Ministries: Templed Hills and
Pilgrim Hills, and St John's Camperships.

Why would these summer ministries be the
Special Missions for Marchg St John's pays
half of the cost for each youth from St
John’s that goes to camp. If a camper signs
up by March 31 (see p 7), he or she gets the
lowest registration cost. Since St John's pays
half of that cost, getting campers to apply
by March 31 saves the family and St John's
money. Each year St John's Camperships is
one of the Special Missions because the
money that is donated helps to cover the
Church’s half of the tuition.

The other Special Mission is connected to
Pilgrim Hills Camp, and is named for Joyce
Decker’'s cousin, Kathy Decker. Every sum-
mer Pilgrim Hills and Templed Hills has Shar-
ing/Caring Camps for mentally and physi-
cally challenged persons. The Decker Ac-
cessibility Fund was started with a $4000 me-

morial for Kathy Decker. This memorial fund
helps Outdoor Ministries act on behalf of all
person who, like Kathy, are concerned
about being included.

New Outdoor Ministry projects are built with
accessibility in mind. The Prettyman Center
for Adult Spiritual Renewal at Pilgrim Hills, the
most recent construction, is fully accessible.
The five Parker Ridge Cabins at Templed
Hills, which were completed in the mid-90’s,
are fitted with accessible restrooms.

Now Templed Hills is working on installing an
accessible restroom in the main gathering
hall. All of us know how important accessi-
ble restrooms are for the comfort of every-
one. So the Decker Accessible Fund is our
second Special Mission of March.

Please make checks payable to St John's
and note Decker Accessible Fund or Cam-
pership in the memo line.

Kathy Markus
Missions Committee Chairman

MISSIONS & OUTREACH CONTINUES ON PAGE XX

CAMP REGISTRATION OPENS

There are a wide variety of camp experi-
ences available to kids (and adults) of all
ages through the United Church of Christ
Outdoor Ministries. We're lucky—we have
two great camps just over one hour away!
Camps offering themes of sports, music,

theater, water, horses, teddy bears
(really!), art, cooking, and some incredibly
exciting adventures are available to all.
Want to learn more? Visit the Outdoor Min-
istries thru Ohio Conference United Church
of Christ website at http://www.ocucc.org/
OutdoorMin/OutdoorMinistries.htm.
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| Is Church Camp Relevon
in Today's World?

Do you believe that a summer church
camp experience for children, youth or
adults is relevant in today's world?2 Do you
think that secular sports and athletic camps,
information technology savvy, and recrea-
fional activities are more useful and helpful
to a child's growth in self-confidence and
self-worth than several days in a safe out-
door environment carefully supervised by
trained Christian leaders—playing, creating,
singing, and bonding with other children,
learning a little more about who they are,
perhaps even becoming aware of a God
that is sfill speaking, especially to them?

I admit | am deeply prejudiced. | have wit-
nessed children and adults deeply touched
by the love and attention showered by
camp leaders. | have seen children light up
with excitement as they discovered the
wonders of the outdoors. Silence isn't silent
when God speaks. Loving kindness, sunshine
and fresh air and a sense of belonging pro-
vided in a safe place with good food and
humor opens the door to great possibilities
for anyone, especially children and youth.

But, we offer more—we teach about Jesus
Christl Paraphrasing the words of St Francis
of Assisi, "Always preach the Gospel; when
necessary use words." Fewer words are nec-
essary when a church camp experience is
atits best. Church camp experience is at its
best when a child feels God's love, which
leads to a true sense of self-worth. It's not
magic; it's grace.

Congregations existed long before church
camps. When the camping movement took
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off, congregations realized the potential for
faith formation, growth and development.
They began offering outdoor ministry oppor-
tunities to children and adults. Today,
camps and churches exist in symbiotic rela-
tionship of mutual support, nurturing vitality
and growth in each other. Many churches
send children, even those outside congre-
gation, to experience church camp. Best of
all, values learned at camp supplement
and complement the most important values
that congregations and families want
taught and caught.

So, "Do you believe that a summer church
camp experience for children, youth or
adults is relevant in today's world?e" If you do,
would you work with us to find ways to make
church camp a reality for families within
your sphere of influence this summer? If you
need us to help you drive this message
home within your congregation, we are
glad to do our part.
Tom Robertson
Executive Director, Outdoor Ministries

CAMP DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

Three or more registrations from the same
household each receive a 10% discount for
that family. This applies only to immediate
family; adult retreats cannot be counted
toward this discount. The discount won't be
reflected with online registration but the ap-
propriate adjustment will be made later.

Early Registration Rates and Dates
Three registration rates are shown:

» Registrations dated* through March 31
pay the lowest camp fee.

* Registrations dated* April 1 through May
15 pay the middle rate.

* Registrations dated* after May 15 pay the
highest rate.

The relevant date is the postmark for mailed
registrations and the automatic time/date
stamp given to online registrations.
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WHAT HAPPENS AT CAMP?2
A typical week-long camp starts Sunday af-
ternoon with registration 3-5:00 pm and ends
on Saturday at 10:00 am. Although each
camp is unique, this schedule is a general
idea of what happens Monday—Friday.
A typical day at camp:
7:15 Rise and shine!
8:00 Breakfast
8:40 Song time and announcements
9:00 Morning watch activities
9:30 Event-wide activity
(ex: scavenger hunt)
11:00 Family group time
(ex: vesper planning)
12:00 Lunch
12:40 Song fime and announcements
1:00 FOB (rest hour)
2:00 Activity choice 1
(craft or group games)
3:00 Activity choice 2
(hiking or swimming)
4:00 Activity choice 3
(fishing or kick ball)
5:30 Dinner
6:15 Song time and announcements
6:40 Event-wide activity
(ex: Olympic games)
8:30 Snack time
8:45 Vespers
9:00 Announcements
9:10 Head to cabins
10:00 Goodnight!

OUTDOOR MINISTRY UPCOMING EVENTS

March 2011

YOUTH GROUP EVENTS:
March 6 meet at church at 3:30 pm
We'll go to a program led by
teens about bullying. Details
to follow. We'll return to
church at 6:15 pm.

FEB15-17 | Nature's Classroom Staff Orientation

FEB 25 | Budget & Finance Working Group

Operations Working Group

FEB 26 | templed Hills (am) _Pilgrim Hills (pm)

Outdoor Ministries Division meeting,

MAR S 10 am, St John's UCC, Columbus

MAR 16 | Outdoor Ministries Staff at Pilgrim Hills

MAR 19 | A Day with God and Self at Pilgrim Hills

MAR 26 | Pilgrim Hills Work Day

APR 8-10 | Lantern Fellowship at Pilgrim Hills

APR 30 | Work day at Templed Hills

March 20 in Fellowship Hall, 5-7:00 pm.

‘a live and silént augtion benefit for

e[ QPQest HFaoLe

an evening of wine & hors d'oeuvres,
desserts & music

Friday ¢ April 29 « 7:00 pm

Planning is underway for this year's Body &
Soul! The first meeting was held Wednesday,
February 9, and Pastor Ron Botts introduced
those gathered to Stephanie Koscher, this
year's event planner. Everyone present
shared their ideas and helped Stephanie to
gain some insight info the event as it has
evolved over the last several years.

During the meeting held Sunday, February
20 after worship, committee structures be-
gan to take shape as Stephanie shared the
results of being in contact with church
members and friends to see where their in-
terests lie.

If you'd like to share your gifts of time and
talent to make this year's Body & Soul even
more memorable and profitable, please
attend the next organizational meeting on
SUNDAY, MARCH 6, or contact Stephanie at
614.562.1274 or Stephanie@gv2charity.com.

COME » SNAPE » RCJOICE
QLL QPC WeLCOMme!


http://www.ocucc.org/Conference%20Ministries/DaywithGod/DayWithGod.htm
http://www.ocucc.org/OutdoorMin/WorkDays.htm
http://www.ocucc.org/Conference%20Ministries/Lantern/Lantern.htm
http://www.ocucc.org/OutdoorMin/WorkDays.htm
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THANKS FOR THE SOUP!

The Souper Sunday was a great success.
Enough chunky soups were donated to fill
one shelf at the South Side Community Mis-
sions Food Pantry. The Pantry can always
use chunky soups—they are easy to com-
bine with noodles, rice, or mashed potatoes
to make a complete meal. If you forgot
your soup donation for Souper Sunday,
please feel free to bring it any time.

At this time the Pantfry needs donations of
beans—kidney beans, black beans, navy
beans, and baked beans—a good source
of protein for those who do not have easy
access to fresh meat. Typically, the Pantry
purchases beans from MidOhio Food Bank,
but there have been none to buy! If you
see a good deal on cans of beans, please
buy one or more for donation to the South
Side Community Ministries Food Pantry, lo-
cated at St Paul's Church.
Kathy Markus and
the Food Pantry Volunteers

WHITE
SOCKS
COLLECTION

No, we're not talking about baseball—rather
homeless men, women, and children.

Please donate new over-the-calf or crew
length socks in plain white cotton or cotton
blend. The socks will be distributed during
The Largest Table in April.

We all know the old nursery rhyme, "April
showers bring May flowers" but from the per-
spective of our homeless friends and
neighbors, April showers can lead to chroni-
cally wet feet which can lead to infections
and a great deal of discomfort.

Baskets to receive your donations will be in
the Narthex for the next weeks. If you have
any questions, please contact Sallee Netto
(614.923.2110, sallee.netto@att.net).

* Email address:

* Please bring this completed survey on

SMALL GPOUD

" I X
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SENIOR CHRISTIA

The Senior Christian Fellowship is sponsoring
a pizza party and gab fest on Tuesday,
March 15 at noon in Fellowship Hall. Every-
one is invited! Just let me know if you plan
on attending so | can order enough pizza.
Call Bill Reiner at 614.837.1905 as soon as
possible!

N FELLOWSHIP

- (SENIOR) SURVEY SAYS...!

Are you interested in participating in
activities with Senior Christian Fellowship?2

. Yes (I No [

Would you be willing to organize some
. activities?
Yes UJ No [J

" How often do you think the Seniors
should meet?e

monthly quarterly other

. Do you have a preference for a meeting
a certain day of the week?

* Day of week:

Name:

. Telephone number:

March 15 or email or call Bill Reiner

. (614.837.1905, reinerbill@hotmail.com).
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SePVING 1N MONHN

OFFICE OFFERING
6 Jodie Harper Gary Baas
13 Dixie Lauer Christa Markus
20 Lynda Mullin Edie Raidiger
27 Barbara McClure Chris Richardson

GREETERS: Narthex, West Ramp, Lobby Doors

6

13

20

27

Agnes Wolfe
Burton Griess
Phil Beach
Doug Davies
Joanna Atwood
Sallee Netto
Garret Family
Alex Knoblauch

Jerry Phalan
Joan Stromeier
Brenda Burris

Alexis Campbell

NURSERY

6 Alissa Knoblauch Ryan Tobias
13 Alissa Knoblauch Ryan Tobias
20 Alissa Knoblauch Ryan Tobias
27 Alissa Knoblauch Ryan Tobias

CELBRATION STATION N\

6 Robin Knaup
13 Lynda Mullin
20 Sherri Davies
27 Dixie Lauer

LITURGIST ACOLYTES:
6 Richard Teeters Mya McClure
13 Earl Wurdlow Jacob Garrett
20 John Yakscoe Mya McClure
27 Mary Yost Madeline Garreft
AVTECHS:
6 Bill Dietz Alex Knoblauch

Tim Snively

13 Laura Kenyon Alex Knoblauch
Scott Davies

20 Burton Griess Jerry Phalan
Alex Knoblauch

27 Alex Knoblauch Scott Rangel

Nathan Campbell

I\)_a

o O MW

10
13

14
15

16

17
19
20

23
24
26
27

28
30
31

COLCNJQP NOtes

Stephen Ministry Meeting

The Largest Table (p 14)
Maintenance Committee Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

Triune Concert: OSU (p 1, 3)
Outdoor Ministry Meeting (p 8)

Fat Sunday Pancake Breakfast (p1, 2)
Choir Rehearsals

Worship—Laura Kuntz, preaching
Body & Soul Planning (p 8)

Youth Event off-site (p 8)

Budget & Finance Meeting

ASH WEDNESDAY (p 3)

The Largest Table (p 5, 14)

Taizé Candlelight Service (p 1, 3, 5)
Choir Rehearsal

No rehearsals

Christian Education

Choir Rehearsals

Worship

Ballroom Dance Rehearsal Group
Consistory Meeting (p 17)

Senior Christians Pizza Party (p 9)
Stephen Ministry Meeting

The Largest Table (p 14)
Leadership Staff Meeting

Choir Rehearsals
CONGREGATIONAL RETREAT (p 4-5)
Christian Education

Choir Rehearsals

Worship

Youth Group (p 8)

The Largest Table (p 14)

Choir Rehearsals

The Open Shelter Fundraiser (p 15)
Christian Education

Choir Rehearsals

Worship

APRIL MESSENGER DEADLINE
CURRENTS (p 13)

The Largest Table (p 14)

DEADLINE TO REGISTER (p 6—8)
Choir Rehearsals
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FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDAY
i like i 1 2 3 4 5
il e Va7 Joanna Atwood
Marilyn Potts Walt Adams Carl Raidiger _ .
Triune Concert Se;|es: Ohio Conference
The Largest Table ~ /ﬁﬁ/ 4 Outdoor Ministry
100 2 ] Division Meeting in
lee @ Fellowship Hall
9am-3pm
7pm Stephen | 7 pm Maintenance _A@M/g
Ministry Committee 7:15 Chancel 8:00 pm
6 7 8 9 10 11
9 am Pancakes _ Walt Adams o -
i Marguerite The Largest Table Tim Snively Joanna Atwood Aty
10 Chancel Choir Whiteman 108 2 e 8
10:30 Worship ASH gﬁf ;
11:30 Body & Soul WEDNESDAY S ;'\ ;
Planning Meeting Taizé S5
11:45 Casual Choir 7 pm Budget & 6:00 pm % N
3:30 Youth Group Finance Committee |  7:15 Chancel No choir tonight - f
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9 am Education NGREGATION
_ VOLUNTEER Carl Raidiger Joanna Atwood co R%TR(I; AT °
10 Chancel Choir Senior Christians NEEDED
10:30 Worship gathering 12 noon 8:30 am Breakfast
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ORDER,YOUR EASTER LILIES!

You are invited to purchase Easter Lilies as a
remembrance, as a gift for family or friends,
or for yourself. Cost per lily is $10.0 and
payment is due by Easter Sunday, April 24.
Orders must be received no later than April
10. The Lilies will be available for you to take
home after the 10:30 am Easter morning
worship service. Please complete this form,
and place it in the offering plate, or mail it
to St John's Church, 59 East Mound Street,
Columbus OH 43215.

Name

Phone

*In Memory of

*In Honor of

Please reserve plants for me.

* Please print the information as you would
like it to appear in the bulletin. THANK YOU!

January 24, 2011 Recap L
The November 2010 Elections:

What they mean for our

nation and our state?

Dr Richard Gunther, Professor, The Ohio
State University Department of Political Sci-
ence, shared with us some interesting data
and an interpretation of the outcome of the
election. This is the third successive election
in which the incumbent party lost seats. In
all but three midterm elections since Abra-
ham Lincoln was president, the party hold-
ing the White House has lost seats to the op-
posing party. The midterm elections with the
greatest changes are charted below.

Number of House Seats that Changed
Parties in Strategic Midterm Elections

1874 96
1890 85
1894
1910 57
1914 59
1922 75

1930 [N 49

1938 71
1950
1958
1994
2010

116

2008 2010

Young Voters 18% 1%

Older Voters 19% 23%

% of African-American and Hispanics were

nearly equal in both elections
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Reasons for Turnover: Opinion polls show
that voter dissatisfaction was more often
linked to incumbent office holders than to a
partficular party. Exit polls show that the pri-
mary reason for voter dissatisfaction was the
state of the economy brought on by the se-
verity and depth of the recession.

* Unemployment went higher and is taking
more time to recover than anyone ex-
pected.

* People not only lost money on their
house, many people lost their house.

* The effect of federal stimulus money was
partially offset by the states’ slashed
budgets.

* Many voters did not believe the estimates
by the Congressional Budget Office that
the stimulus created millions of jobs.

* Voters mistakenly thought their taxes had
been raised in the last two years even
though federal taxes were substantially
reduced for the overwhelming maijority.

* Many voters believed that the $800 billion
bailout of banks and car companies is
gone forever, even though $760 billion
has been recovered to date, and it is pro-
jected that the government may make a
profit on the bailout.

Effect of Lobbyists: The $4 billion spent on the
2010 election is the highest spent for elec-
tions in our history. Ohio TV ads ranked high-
est in the country with 30,000 broadcast in
Cleveland and 29,000 in Columbus in the
month of October alone. The huge influx of
money has been attributed to the Supreme
Court's 5-4 decision in the Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission case that says
companies and labor groups have a free-
speech right to spend as much as they want
to persuade voters to elect or defeat candi-
dates. Unions and for-profit corporations are
now able to funnel money through other
organizations, and thereby prevent the pub-
lic from following the money source. In a

2011 editorial, the Columbus Dispatch re-
ported that “In Ohio, outside groups such as
the Republican Governors Association,
funded by businesses and individuals, spent
millions of dollars last year on behalf of or
against candidates.”

Effect of Redistricting: Redistricting of the
states’ congressional districts is done every
ten years by the party that is in power after
completion of the national census. In most
states, including Ohio, the borders of the dis-
tricts are gerrymandered to the advantage
of the party who is in charge of the process.
Before the November 2010 election, the
League of Women Voters in Ohio sponsored
a redistricting plan in the Ohio legislature
designed to be representational fair to each
party and not to gerrymander around the
state. This proposal was passed by the
House of Representatives by a vote of 69-28
in late June 2010, and was in the process of
being merged with a complementary re-
form plan passed by the Senate the previ-
ous year. The merged reform proposals fell
short of the 60% maijority in the Senate that
would have placed it on the November
2010 ballot as a proposed constitutional
amendment.

The current district boundaries strongly favor
the Republicans. In the most recent con-
gressional elections, their congressional can-
didates received 56% of the popular vote,
but won 72% of the seats. In 2006, even
though their congressional candidates re-
ceived just 47% of the vote, they won 61% of
the seafs.

We are grateful for having Dr Gunther share
his analysis of the 2010 election with us.

Please join us for the next Currents program
on Monday, March 28, and watch for the
recap of the February 25 Currents: What
happened in Egypte What will it mean for
use presented by Dr Hany Saqr.
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MISSION & OUHP2QCh

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
It's Remarkable What Your Gift Will Dol

One Great Hour of Sharing is the United
Church of Christ mission fund that supports
people all over the world who need help.
Last year many world communities were
devasted by water — hurricanes, the tsu-
nami, floods, mud slips, etc. Our donations
to disaster relief are used by this UCC mission
to help those peoples of the world — includ-
ing those impacted by Katrina and other
hurricanes—reclaim their lives. St John's
generous donations are sent to this UCC
mission because we know that the money is
spent wisely and for the needs of people in
this community and in this country as well as
people in communities around the world.

Not only are our gifts used to help with fresh
drinking water, food, clothing, but also
support education and medical services,
income-generating projects, and agricul-
tural fraining for these communities. Our gifts
help refugees to renew their lives.

Our gifts ensure that some funds are avail-
able for immediate assistance when a disas-
ter strikes in this country or elsewhere.

There are two ways you can donate to One
Great Hour of Sharing this year. One is to
take a FISH box and feed it each day with
your lose change or to use the OGHS en-
velop that will be in the bulletins and next

Messenger. The filled FISH boxes can be
turned in Easter Sunday or the Sunday after
and envelopes can be turned in any time.

The Mission Committee thanks you in ad-
vance for your help with this mission.

™ [ QPQest ’beLQ

The Largest Table is an outreach ministry of
St John's Church. Each Wednesday mem-
bers and friends of the church gather to
prepare a meal to share with neighbors—
business professionals, state and county
employees, those who live on the streets or
in the apartments and condos nearby. All
are welcome at the brief ecumenical wor-
ship service which begins at noon. All are
then welcomed to the communion table—
which may seem very small, but is in fact
The Largest Table in the world—to share
the bread and cup with all who wish to
partake. This month, Rev Ron Botts will
share the word on March 16; Rick Studer
will preach March 2, 9, 23, and 30.

Volunteers welcome! Wednesday Teams
include set-up, food prep, serving line, and
clean-up. These teams are coordinated by
Joan Stromeier (614.885.4178). Donations
of homemade desserts are welcome and
much appreciated by our guests!

Food prep teams are scheduled for the
second Tuesday morning of each month
and are coordinated by Suzanne Kull
(smkull@wowway.com, 614.374.3935). Joan
Stromeier (614.885.4178) coordinates the
evening prep team on the fourth Tuesday
of each month.

Cash donations are needed to supplement
the TLT annual fundraiser, Body & Soul,
which will be held April 29 this year.
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THE OPEN SHELTER FUNDRAISER

Central Ohio Quarter Auction

March 26, 2011
12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
bidding begins at 2:00pm
** Admission (Benefits The Open Shelter, Inc):

A 33 (includes 1 auction paddle. 2 pad-
dles can be purchased for $5)

>

Quarter Auction: 2 rolls of quarters for
bidding

Chinese raffle: $1 per ticket or 6 for $5
50/50 Raffle

Silent Auction

> > > >

Shopping
A Food

** Bring an item of seasonal clothing, non-
perishable or canned good or camping
equipment and receive 5 raffle fickets!!
(50/50 excluded).**

Food will be available for purchase.
All proceeds benefit The Open Shelter Inc.

Participating Vendors
Alkame
At Home America
*Beauticontrol
Cookie Lee Jewelry
Deborah Ann Bamboo
It Works
*Latasia
Lia Sophia
Mary Kay
Miche Bags
Pampered Chef
Party Lite
Premier Jewelry
Scentsy
Silpada
Tastefully Simple
Thirty-One Gifts
*Touchstone Jewelry
Tupperware
*Usborne Books

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH « UCC

%)M%M@@ @7 1 %&fa/&
~ Tuesdays ® 12:15—12:45
193339 9 909390000900

aey 7

of Christ, 444 East Broad Street, Columbus, is
pleased to announce TUESDAYS AT FIRST, a
series of four half-hour noonday concerts
beginning March 1 at 12:15 pm. A home-
made lunch is available for $5 following the
free half-hour concerts. The church is lo-
cated at the corner of Cleveland Avenue
and Broad Street.

MARCH 1

James Bobb will present a harpsichord re-
cital demonstration of early music in various
historical funing system:s.

MARCH 8

Capital University students of James Bobb's
Organ Literature class present a musical tour
of Baroque composers of France, Spain and
England.

MARCH 15

Sopranos Pamela Welsh-Huggins and Lissa
Wade sing solo and duet repertoire by
Faure, Rossini, Rorem and others.

MARCH 22

Pianist Ben Wiant plays music of Beethoven
and Bach.

%wdéea/ 7@9&[[6 o a éad% c/a/y/,
Jilloawed by food and fellowshgp.

A delicious homemade lunch is available for
$5 in the parish hall immediately following
the recital. There is no charge for the recital.
For information, telephone the church at
614.228.1741 or visit www.first-church.org.



http://www.first-church.org/
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SPRING CALENDAR ITEMS

March

4 World Day of Prayer
Triune Concert: OSU Men's Glee
6 Transfiguration Sunday
9 Ash Wednesday Taizé
13 1st Sunday of Lent, Communion

April
17 Palm/Passion Sunday
18 Passover
20 Maundy Thursday Taizé
22 Good Friday
24 Easter Sunday
25 Easter Monday
29 Body & Soul

Stlllsp(,akmu Daily Devotional

"For judgement will be without mercy to
anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
friumphs over judgement.”

—excerpt from James 2:1-13

Mercy always sounds to me like a word for
bigger-deal people than | am. If | were the
king, | could be merciful. If | held a loan that
someone was having frouble paying off, |
could be merciful. If | were holding a sword
and standing over a fallen foe, | could show
mercy then, too. It's hard to imagine li'l ole
me being in any position to show mercy in
day-to-day life, though.

James thinks differently. He thinks it's a day-
to-day kind of thing.

Maybe | didn't have to have such a big sigh
when my partner forgot to bring home milk,
even though he totally said he'd do it, and
then totally didn't.

Maybe | didn't have to lay on my horn quite
so harshly when that lady cut me off on the
way to work this morning, even though she
was obviously in the wrong.

Maybe mercy is about self-control, about
choosing not to use power to convict some-
one (even tiny power, like a disappointed
sigh or an angry horn blast), choosing not to
vent one's spleen just because it feels good.

So today, | will try to be self-controlled. | will
focus more on relationships than being right,
more on building others up than pointing
out the ways they've wronged me. Today, |
will try to show the world the mercy | hope
to one day receive when | find myself kneel-
ing before the One with all the power.

Prayer

God, please be merciful. And let me be,
too. Amen.

Reflection by Quinn G Caldwell,
Associate Minister of Old South
Church in Boston, Massachusetts.

How to reach Rev Botts:

e By email at pastor@stjohnscmh.org

e By phone at church 614.224.8634; dur-
ing non-office hours, leave a voicemail
message by following the prompts.

e By phone at home when the need is
more urgent 614.235.8065

BUILDING SECURITY

To prevent false alarms and the fees associ-
ated with them, a system is in place to com-
municate who is in the building after busi-
ness hours. If you are in the building outside
normal business hours, please enter through
the GROUND LEVEL elevator door, verify the
security system is unarmed, then log yourself
on the whiteboard—noting your name,
where you'll be, and when you'll depart. If
you're meeting with a group, take a mo-
ment to designate ONE person to verify no
one else is in the building, log out, then lock
and arm the building.
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RET 'S NOTEPAD

for the February 14
Consistory Meeting

e The Consistory Retreat is scheduled for
Saturday, March 19th from 9am - 2pm. It
will be focused on growth and revitaliza-
tion. All members are invited to attend -
we welcome your input!

e Christa Markus is stepping down as chair
of the Department of Mission and Evan-
gelism. John Nimmer is the new chair.

e Richard Teeters ceded his position as
chair of the Constfitution and Bylaws
committee to Ralph Hughes.

¢ Consistory members voted to approve
Charles Wesley for another term as our
Foundation Fund tfrustee.

¢ Want to know more?2 A full copy of the

consistory minutes and the financial re-
port is available in the church office.

Respectfully submitted 02/15/2011

Joanna Atwood
Secretary

FINANCIAL REPORT
Year-to-Date as of January 2011
Pledges & Offerings

Budgeted $ 17,000.00
Actual 13,158.84
Difference $3.841.16
Total Income

Budgeted $ 23,302.00
Actual 18,739.20
Difference $ 4,562.80
Total Expenses

Budgeted $ 23,193.00
Actual 25,036.54
Difference $ 1,843.54

WV

A HUGE thank you for your prayers, cards,
calls, concern and love! My broken ankle is
healing, and it's great to be out of the hos-
pital. “Break-a-leg” the term used often by
musicians, has taken on a brand new mean-

ing!

Thank you,
May Schwarz

. STILLSPEAKING DAILY

=~ “ DEVOTIONAL

free email meditation

A team of gifted UCC writers and pastors
collaborate on this daily spiritual email mes-
sage available at www.ucc.org (click on
Daily Devotional). A brief daily thought, a
prayer, and a passage from scripture are
included. Use it to center your thoughts any
time of the day, or to help with your time of
daily prayer. Try it out, and if it's not what
you need, unsubscribe at any time.

God is StillSpeaking is a proclamation, iden-
tity and communication ministry of the
United Church of Christ.

SHARE THE EXPERIENCE

CDs and DVDs of most services are also
available (a donation to cover production
costs will be gratefully received).

Hard copies of each sermon are available
from the church office (614.224.8634,
office@stjohnscmh.org).

If you would like to assist with the Audio/
Visual  ministry, please contact Alex
Knoblauch at aknob 94@yahoo.com or
614.275.4983.
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http://i.ucc.org/StretchYourMind/OpeningtheBible/DailyBibleReadings/tabid/109/Default.aspx
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Shirley Atwood Gary Baas
Suzanne Baas Ray Bell
Gini Busser Danielle and Olivia

Morine Castle

Ann Marie Galakis

Gary Hahn
Tyson Harper
Carl Hingst
Heather Jones
Kerry Karner
John Lay
Eleanore Midlick
Rosie Mitchell
Fred Reiner

Margaret Robinson

Cloa Rose
May Schwarz
Paul Shewmon
Wendell Swords
Julie Stromeier
Esther Watts

Walter Frank
Robert Grotsky
JoEllen Hahn
Sally Harris
Marilyn Hingst
Helen Jones
Dorothy Knight
Craig Luzader
John Mitchell
Rita Nowacki
Lee Reiner
Rita Robinson
Pat Schiemann
Betsy Shewmon
Tina Swords
Nellie Stocklin
Bob Watts
Jim Williams

OUR FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE MILITARY

Steven Betts
Eric Brooker
Mike Hanson
Mike Kingery
Justin Lecklider
John Pappas
Kay Fischer Paul
Ben Potts
Ryan Stout
Chris Vetere

Garrett Becker

Christopher Dauer

Zach Hust
Joshua Kuhnt
Andrew Long

Dale Paul

Ken Pompilli
Dustin Stainer

Matthew Teeters

With the ringing of the bells we remember

and celebrate the life of

fcmzeé %&M

Junel8, 1949—February 9, 2011

March 2011

MARCH BIRTHDAWYS

Eric Bennett

Eleanore Midlick
Weston Arbour

Marilyn Lindig
Joe Betsch
Brittany Fleece
Karen Corcoran

Marty Becker
Lee Reiner
David Wolfe
Jodie Harper

Ryan Tobias
Pattie Budd
Mary Jane Bacus

Clifton Hood
Leslie Hughes

Cynthia Speller
Christina Maser

Mike Budd
Helen Schuliz

Wemerial Fand

In Memory of EImoun Davies
Doug Davies

In Memory of Henry Maser
Marilyn Metzger
Marguerite Whiteman

Kathryn Whiteman

In Memory of James Norris
Edie & Carl Raidiger

hained Glass Windoaws Taand

In Celebration of 68 years of Marriage
Ray & Betty Bell

In Memory of James Norris
Lynda Mullin



2011 March

the messenoe 19

StjONN's
FOUNOQHON FUNY

(The Endowment Fund for $t John's
Evangelical Protestant Church)

Remember your Church when preserving

the memory of your Loved Ones!

An Endowment Fund consists of
confributions whose principal is to be
kept intfact indefinitely, the earnings
on that principal being available to
finance areas of need in your church.
This gives the church endowment
committee the flexibility to meet
urgent and changing needs for
generations to come. We recognize
that endowment giving is all about
people... people with a dream to
make this a better church.

Unrestricted endowment funds to
your church may receive the follow-
ing gifts, but are not limited fto,
estates, wills, stocks, bond, mutual
funds, frusts and memorial funds.
Memorials and celebration contribu-
tions give you or your family and
friends an avenue to preserve the
memory of a dear one and the good
that flowed from his or her life.
Contributions may also be made to
the fund to honor or celebrate
special occasions, such as birthdays,
anniversaries, retirement, etc.

Should you be continuing a long tro-
dition of philanthropy or just getting
started, please call one of the follow-
ing committee members for help or
to answer questions.

Gary Baas ¢ President
Richard Teeters ¢ Vice President
JoEllen Haohn ¢ Secretary
Marguerite Whiteman e Treasurer

Charles Wesley » Trustee \

1 EADERSHIP STAFF

Ronald Botts ¢ Pastor
614.224.8634
pastor@stjohnscmh.org

May Schwarz * Minister of Music
614.499.1047
MaySchwarz@aol.com

Laura Kuntz « Staff Assistant
330.803.6152
lauralek9@gmail.com

Bonnie Vallette * Office Manager
614.224.8634
office@stjohnscmh.org

John Yakscoe ¢ Pastoral Assistant
614.256.2490
yakscoel@gmail.com

Karen Corcoran ¢ President
614.279.39464
kcorcoran147@gmail.com

Ralph Hughes ¢ Vice President
614.475.8084
rhughes8@insight.rr.com

Dixie Laver * Christian Education
614.851.0714
laverdixie@gmail.com

John Nimmer ¢ Mission & Outreach
614.246.6493
jfnimmer@columbus.ir.com

Lisa Knoblauch ¢ Church & Ministry
614.275.4983
Irké3me@yahoo.com

Barbara McClure * Stewardship Ministries

614.546.9239
mcclurbjo@yahoo.com

CHURCH STAFF

Jim Davies Doorkeeper
Nancy Dietz Money Counter
Agnes Wolfe Clerk
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United Church of Christ
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www.stjohnscolumbus.org

Return Service Requested

TIME VALUE MAIL
PLEASE DELIVER BY
THE FIRST OF THE MONTH

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID
COLUMBUS OH
PERMIT #571

Worship ¢ 10:30 am ¢ Sunday
Go deeper * 9:.00 am ¢ Sunday
Worship * noon * Wednesday

"Never place a period
where God has placed a comma"
FIND YOUR CHURCH. FIND YOURSELF.

UCC.ORG

A Stephen Ministry Congregation

ind us on




