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The Stephen Ministry  
Ÿ Christ Caring for People through People  

 

This is a meaningful ministry where caregivers . . .  

are invited to recognize their spirit -given gifts to help others  

are trained listeners and caregivers, rather than advisors or 

counselors  

are assigned to a caring relationship where their presence is 

needed and welcomed  

have guidance, encouragement, and support in this ministry  

can make a significant difference in another personõs life 

 

A Stephen Minister commits to . . .  

prepare for and attend 50 hours of bible -based, psychologi-

cally sound, highly enjoyable training in Christian caregiving  

provide high quality, one -to -one Christian care to people who 

are experiencing various difficulties in life and who have in-

vited you to meet with them weekly for about an hour  

gather once or twice monthly with Stephen Leaders for guid-

ance, supervision, and continuing education  

 

Stephen Minister assignments are . . .  

always highly confidential. No one but the pastor [or the 

Stephen Ministry Referrals Coordinator] who has made the as-

signment knows who is matched with whom  

always paired female to female or male to male with a care-

giver and a care receiver  

a crucial layer of care and support that provides a trusted 

caregiver who will listen without judging or giving advice when 

someone just needs to talk  

a life -changing ministry for the spiritual growth it provides to 

caregivers and care receivers  

 
If you feel that the Stephen Ministry may be calling you to use your 

God -given gifts of love, faith and compassion, please accept this in-

vitation to attend an informational meeting on . . .  

August 10 (Tuesday) 6:30 pm  or  

August 15 (Sunday) 11:45 am  

OUR CORE VALUESOUR CORE VALUES  
LOVE Å Godõs love for all persons 

inspires us to love others . We will 

value  respect  and  lift up  all 

persons as children of God.  

ACCEPTANCE Å Just as Godõs  

acceptance of us is unconditional, 

so is our acceptance of others.  

God has created each person 

with unique spiritual gifts that are 

of God and to be used for  Godõs 

work.  

FAITH Å Faith allows us to face the 

future with confidence in God and 

each other. We  will make  decisions 

based on our faith, and we will 

nurture faith in others.  

MISSION & OUTREACH Å  We will 

love and care for our neighbors in 

this city and around the world.  We  

will generously  share  with  others all 

the talents and gifts that God has 

given us.  

CHILDREN Å We will celebrate,  

educate, and nurture all children 

of God. We  will provide  un-

paralleled  care  and  spiritual 

formation for children.  

 

 

WELCOME STATEMENT WELCOME STATEMENT   
St Johnõs Evangelical Protestant 

Church, United Church of Christ, 

welcomes into full membership 

and participation in the Body of 

Christ persons of every age, 

economic or marital status, 

gender, language, nationality, 

physical or mental ability, race, or 

sexual orientation. We welcome all 

to share in the life, leadership, 

ministry, fellowship, worship, 

sacraments, responsibilities and 

blessings of participation in our 

congregation and Christõs Church. 

We embrace diversity in our 

congregation and community, 

and affirm the dignity and worth of 

every person.  Following the 

example of Jesus Christ, we hereby 

declare ourselves to be an Open 

and Affirming Church.  
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 1 Anniversary Sunday  

  Rev Dr Kathy Dwyer preaching  

  Stephen Ministry Kick -off  
 

 8 Rev Dr Kathy Dwyer's  

  closing sermon  

  reception after worship  
  

 15 Jeff Jaynes preaching  

 

 22 Messenger Deadline  

 

 29 Jeff Jaynes preaching  

aUgUst worship notes  

SHARE THE EXPERIENCE 

 

 

 
Did you know that you can view a video of 

the past week's sermon by visiting  our web-

site: www.stjohnscolumbus.org ? You can 

also listen to a sermon or concert or read a 

sermon.  

CDs and DVDs of most services are also 

available (a donation to cover production 

costs will be gratefully received).  

Hard copies of selected sermons are avail-

able from the church office (614.224.8634, 

office@stjohnscmh.org ). 

If you would like to assist with the Audio/

Visual ministry, please contact Alex  

Knoblauch at aknob_94@yahoo.com  or 

614.275.4983.  

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE HYMNS 
Some of you have shared your favorite 

hymn; some have even indicated why it is 

their favorite and why specific stanzas have 

special meaning.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This brought the hymns to life for me in a 

new way ñthank you for sharing! The plan is 

to use these hymns in the coming weeks 

and months.   

Hymns help us express our faith, but also 

help form and nurture that faith. We remem-

ber the texts when we need to hear Godõs 

word. How often have I heard someone say: 

òI couldnõt get that song out of my head! It 

came back to me ñall week long .ó God 

speaks to us in many ways. Donõt hesitate to 

share these stories! What a treasure we 

have in the music of the church!  

YOU ARE INVITED TO SING TWO SUNDAYS 

(AND A TUESDAY!!) WITH SUMMER CHOIR.  

(Many choir members are on vacation). 

We'll rehearse August 1, 9:30 am ñand sing 

at 10:30 am worship (Church Anniversary), 

we'll also sing August 8 (Pastor Kathy's Fare-

well) and Tuesday, August 3 at the Maen-

nerchor. The music is fun, easy and includes 

a newly composed text to the tune of Edel-

weiss! I look forward to seeing YOU August 1 

at 9:30 am.   

If you've not yet shared your favorite hymn, 

please take a moment to contact me now 

(614.499.1047, MaySchwarz@aol.com ). I look 

forward to hearing from you!  

 
May Schwarz  

Minister of Music  

PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Should you have a pastoral emergency 

during the month of August , please con-

tact Rev Carolyn Piper (614.436.2443,  

cpiper@epistem.com ) or the church 

(614.224.8634 or office@stjohnscmh.org).  

AMAZING GRACE  

This hymn reminds me of fond memo-

ries that I have growing up with my 

cousins. We grew up in the same 

church. My cousins are very musically 

inclined; they would all play their instru-

ments together and we would all sing 

"Amazing Grace."    

-Linda Murden  

http://www.stjohnscolumbus.org
mailto:office@stjohnscmh.org
mailto:aknob_94@yahoo.com
mailto:MaySchwarz@aol.com
mailto:cpiper@epistem.com
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What a week!  
 

When I came in on Tuesday, July 13 the 

Tuesday Morning Team (headed up by Suz-

anne Kull) was quickly finishing their prepa-

rations for Wednesdayõs The Largest Table .  

The timing could not have been better be-

cause as they were finishing their work the 

sewer had just begun to back flow into the 

kitchen. Little did we know then what a 

challenge would ensue.  
 

Bonnie quickly called Rescue Rooter and 

they got a team out to help us at 4:00 pm.  

Rescue Rooter called it a night at about 

10:00 pm and came back first thing the next 

morning, along with the company, Puro-

Clean, who we called in to clean and sani-

tize the kitchen.  After both companies had 

worked for a couple of hours on Wednes-

day morning it became clear that we would 

not be able to serve the luncheon in Fellow-

ship Hall that day.  The clean up job had be-

come massive and we still had not deter-

mined the exact source of the problem.  
 

That Wednesday morning I experienced The 

Largest Table  as I have never experienced it 

before.  Not once did I hear words of frustra-

tion or irritation. òLetõs move it outsideó one 

person said. òHow great that we planned to 

have picnic food!ó said another.  The Puro-

Clean team sanitized a path through the 

kitchen so that we could cart out the food. 

The work table in the office was set up to 

prepare our usual dessert smorgasbord.  

Tables were taken outside and everyone 

seemed to take delight in the new set up. 

Two guests took me aside to express their 

gratitude for the meal taking place in spite 

of the challenges and uncertainty we were 

facing. I appreciated their kind remarks, but 

even as they said them I knew our volun-

teers had never even considered cancel-

ing.  
 

By the end of the day, we realized that we 

were facing much more than a stopped up 

drain.  By then, Gary Baas, Mike Rangel and 

David Wolfe were all on board with their 

own questions, concerns, and expertise.  

Together, with Dallas from Rescue Rooter, 

Mike and Gary sought to determine the ex-

tent of the problem and the appropriate 

course of action.  It was pretty much a non -

stop investigation through Friday morning!  

As of this writing, we are still waiting on all of 

the bids but we know that the work is going 

to be extensive.  
 

That weekõs lectionary reading was the story 

of Mary and Martha found in the gospel of 

Luke.  Jesus criticizes Martha, who was hard 

at work in the kitchen, for being òdistracted 

by many things.ó Often this story is inter-

preted to suggest that Maryõs listening and 

attentiveness were òbetteró than Marthaõs 

hard work.  As I thought about this text and 

my experience of the people of St Johnõs 

this week, I realized that I am exceedingly 

grateful for all of the Marthaõs in our midst. 
 

I am especially grateful for the many people 

at St Johnõs who, when faced with a  

challenge, are able to set aside differences, 

focus on the matter at hand, and get to 

work.   Thanks for all you do!  
 

Come Å Share Å Rejoice 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 

Kathy  

reflections  
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God be with yoU  There is the partner who walks her partner to 

the door every morning, kisses her before 

she heads to the garage and waits with cof-

fee in hand to see her drive away.  

There is the spouse who leaves for an over-

night trip every Monday morning and never 

fails to ask, with a smile, òWill you remember 

to take out the trash tonight?ó   

There is the family who always says to one 

another, ò44ó ð their code for a prayer for 

Godõs presence and guidance. 

How do you say good -bye?  

There are some who avoid it all together.  

There are some who say it again and again.  

I have a friend whose son has served in the 

military for over a decade and has come 

and gone from many parts of this world.  

However, this last deployment is different 

from the others. He now has a wife and a 

baby girl and he was headed to Afghani-

stanðcertain to be in a more dangerous and 

vulnerable area than ever before. Before he 

left he went to Build a Bear and made a 

bear that had a tape of his own voice that 

his daughter, Jenna, could hear each night.  

The day before he left, friends and family ð

one by one ðkept stopping by the house to 

say good bye, to offer words of encourage-

ment, to let him know how much he meant 

to them, to let him know he would be on 

their mind and heart.  

Another friend, I will call her Maria, recently 

told me about the time when her father be-

came ill with esophageal cancer and was 

given a very short time to live.  Her brother, 

a physician, flew out to see their Dad but 

after spending a few days and saying his 

own goodbye he flew back to his own 

home.  At the airport, Mariaõs brother said, 

òMaria, I feel so bad for you that you have 

to be the one to stay and go through all of 

this with him.ó  To which Maria replied, òI feel 

so bad for you that you have to leave!ó  

Maria couldnõt imagine not being with her 

father in his last days, even if they were go-

ing to be a great struggle and very difficult.  

Her brother, after having seen him and say-

ing his goodbyes, couldnõt bear to think 

from the June 27, 2010 sermon  

by Rev Dr Kathryn Dwyer  

Acts 20:20 -32 

I did not shrink from doing anything helpful, 

proclaiming the message to you and teach-

ing you publicly and from house to house, as 

I testified to both Jews and Greeks about re-

pentance toward God and faith toward our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  And now, as a captive to 

the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not 

knowing what will happen to me there, ex-

cept that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in 

every city that imprisonment and persecu-

tions are waiting for me.  But I do not count 

my life of any value to myself, if only I may 

finish my course and the ministry that I re-

ceived from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 

good news of Godõs grace.   

And now I know that none of you, among 

whom I have gone about proclaiming the 

kingdom, will ever see my face again.  There-

fore I declare to you this day that I am not 

responsible for the blood of any of you, for I 

did not shrink from declaring to you the 

whole purpose of God. Keep watch over 

yourselves and over all the flock, of which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 

shepherd the church of God that he ob-

tained with the blood of his own Son. I know 

that after I have gone, salvage wolves will 

come in among you, not sparing the flock.  

Some even from your own group will come 

distorting the truth in order to entice the disci-

ples to follow them. Therefore be alert, re-

membering that for three years I did not 

cease night or day to warn everyone with 

tears. And now I commend you to God and 

to the message of his grace, a message that 

is able to build you up and to give you the 

inheritance among all who are sanctified.   

There is the father who hands his son a $5 bill 

every time he leaves, just in case he needs 

some gas money. And this still happens 

when the son is 40!  

There is the mother who catches her kidsõ 

eyes as they head to the door, òBe smart.  

Be safe.  Have fun.ó 
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about being present to the very end.   

We approach good -byes differently.  How 

do you say good bye?  

Paul was straight -forward and honest.  He 

severed the ties with this group of people, 

and also shared what their time together 

had meant to them.   

I am no Paul, but we are going through a 

good -bye together and I am attentive to 

my own desire to say good -bye well.  I want 

to be straight forward and honest with you, 

and share what our time together has 

meant for me.  

I love the phrase that Paul uses twice in this 

speech, òI did not shrink.ó I probably am 

drawn to it because I try hard not to shrink 

before the challenges in front of me.  I have 

thought this week about how some of you 

probably like that about me, and others 

probably hate it ð either because my willing-

ness to tackle challenges can be exhausting 

or can lead us into conflict or difficulty that 

some would prefer to avoid!  

As I begin to say my own good bye to you, 

the people of St Johnõs, it feels important for 

me to seek your forgiveness:  

If I have missed an important event in your 

life when you wished I was there, or if I didnõt 

call when you hoped I would or if I didnõt 

sense your need when you needed for me 

to, I ask your forgiveness.  

To those of you who I have been unable to 

find a way to affirm and appreciate in a 

way that feels genuine and true for you, I 

ask for your forgiveness.  

For those of you who have not felt under-

stood, I ask for your forgiveness.  

For those of you for whom it became too 

difficult to agree to disagree and so you 

stopped coming or caring or participating, I 

ask your forgiveness.   

For the times I was too certain or too fo-

cused and didnõt see the whole picture, I 

ask for your forgiveness.  

For those of you with whom I couldnõt make 

a good connection, or I wasnõt the kind of 

pastor you needed, I ask your forgiveness.  

And likewise, I forgive each of you for any-

thing that I have held in my heart or in my 

mind that has been difficult for me.  Please 

know that I am letting whatever that is go 

and I wish for every single person here, and 

all who has ever entered these doors ð all 

good things.  

Unlike Paul, I do not have a need to recount 

everything we have done together ð but I 

do want to be straightforward and honest 

with you.  I do want to try to express, at least 

in part, what these past nine years have 

meant to me.  I am still reflecting on that, 

and hope to find specific words to share 

with you that capture the impact you have 

made on me personally.  

For now, I want to simply share some lyrics 

with you.  The lyrics to Wickedõs For Good  

keep running through my mind:  

I've heard it said  

That people come into our lives  

for a reason  

Bringing something we must learn  

And we are led  

To those who help us most to grow,  

If we let them  

And we help them in return  

Well, I don't know if I believe that's true  

But I know I'm who I am today  

Because I knew you...  

It well may be  

That we will never meet again  

In this lifetime  

So let me say before we part  

So much of me  

Is made of what I learned from you  

You'll be with me Like a handprint  

on my heart  

And now whatever way our stories end  

I know you have re -written mine  

By being my friend...  

Who can say if I've been  

Changed for the better?  

I do believe I have been  

Changed for the better  

Because I knew you...  

I have been changed for good  
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Paul was straightforward and honest. He 

severed his ties with the people of Ephesus, 

and also shared what their time together 

had meant to them. Perhaps most impor-

tantly, he refocused them on their purpose 

together, which is their same purpose when 

they are apart. Paul said, òI did not shrink 

from declaring to you the whole purpose of 

God.ó  And then later, òI commend you to 

God and to the message of his grace, a 

message that is able to build you up.ó   

Then and now, the WHOLE PURPOSE of God 

is a message of grace that is intent on build-

ing up others. My hope for you is that to-

gether you may stay focused on the whole 

purpose of God. My hope is that you can 

continue to help one another and the com-

munity around you experience an extrava-

gant welcome that ushers us into the reality 

of Godõs life-giving, life -changing presence.   

God is in our hellos and good -byes, and 

everything in between. God lives here.  

Grace lives here!  Love lives here!  That will 

not change.  

The actual phrase, ògood byeó comes from 

òGod be with you.ó  The phrase has been 

shortened over the years since the 16th cen-

tury.   I love that!  As we say our good -byes, 

may we give thanks for Godõs blessing and 

Godõs promise to be with us always.  God 

be with you!  Amen.  

Rev Dr Kathy Dwyer  

THE  l argest t able  

The Largest Table is an outreach ministry of 

St Johnõs Church. Each Wednesday mem-

bers and friends of the church gather to 

prepare a meal to share with neighbors ñ

business professionals, state and county 

employees, folks who live on the streets or 

in the apartments and condos nearby.  

Volunteers welcome! Wednesday  Teams 

include set -up, food prep, serving line, and 

clean -up. These teams are coordinated by 

Joan Stromeier (614.885.4178).  

Food prep teams are also scheduled for 

the second Tuesday morning of each 

month and are coordinated by Suzanne 

Kull (smkull@wowway.com, 614.374.3935). 

Joan Stromeier (614.885.4178) coordinates 

the evening prep team on the fourth Tues-

day of each month.  

A NOTE  

FROM OUR  

PRESIDENT 

Members and Friends ~  

I am excited to say that we have secured 

Rev Ronald Botts as our interim pastor. Ron 

will begin on September 1.  

I thank the interim search committee ñWalt 

Adams, Barbara McClure, Christa Marcus, 

Bill Reiner, Dixie Lauer, and Lisa Knoblauch.  

I also thank the personnel committee ñ

Jodie Harper, Gary Baas, Todd Bates, Ralph 

Quellhorst, JoEllen Hahn, Diane Powell, Dick 

Teeters, and Rick Yost.  

Both committees put forth much effort and 

dedication during the process. Thank you all 

for your reflective and deliberate attention 

to this important task. Your work has brought 

to us a wonderfully qualified minister.  

Peace,  

Karen Corcoran  

Consistory President  

GOD BE WITH YOU 
 Pastor Kathy will preach on  

 August 1, the 138 th Anniversary  

 of St John's; a celebration on  

 the lawn will follow worship. 

August 8, we will celebrate Kathy's ministry 

with St John's with a reception. During the 

week we'll also share:  

Dinner at Maennerchor  

Tuesday, August 3, 6:30 pm  

RSPV by July 26; $15 adults, $7.50 children  

The Largest Table Celebration  

Wednesday, August 4, 12:00 pm  

Card Shower to be opened by Kathy  

on Friday, August 6  
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INTERIM 

PASTOR 
 The interim pastor search 

committee is happy to an-

nounce the selection of 

Ronald Botts as St John's 

interim pastor.   

He was unanimously ap-

proved by the personnel 

committee and consistory.  

Ron will begin working with us on  

September 1 and we will enjoy our first wor-

ship with him as pastor on September 12. 

During that week and a half,  

Pastor Ron will begin his administrative and 

pastoral care work, as well as getting to 

know members and staff.  

Most recently Ron served as interim at Or-

chard Hill United Church of Christ in Chilli-

cothe. He has served many UCC congrega-

tions, worked with non -profits, and  in various 

ministerial positions throughout his career.  

In his free time, Ron enjoys antiques, collect-

ing old correspondence and creative  

writing. Music is a special enjoyment in his 

life, especially classical music but also re-

cordings from the Big Band era.  

Ron joined St John's Church in April through 

transfer of membership from the Tree of Life 

Community which recently disbanded.  

Please join us in welcoming Rev Ronald Botts 

to St John's Church.  

Senior Christian Fellowship is planning a trip 

to Cambridge on Tuesday, November 11! 

The tour includes life -size scenes in the Dick-

ens' Victorian Village display as well as the 

Guernsey County Courthouse Christmas 

light display which is coordinated to music. 

You're invited to share tea, participate in 

the Great Expectations Chocolate Walk, 

and much more!  

Please let us know if youõre interested as 

soon as possible! We need at least 30 peo-

ple to sign up to keep our costs down; we 

can work with another group, but we want 

to know if there is interest here at St Johnõs.  

INTERESTED? Please  contact  Virginia  Niemann  

(614.279.2931), Bill Reiner (614.837.1905), or 

Joan Stromeier (614.885.4138) THIS WEEK.  

Senior Christians on the Move  

the country and around the world."  Ralph 

was instrumental in the renewal and 

strengthening of Heidelberg's relationship 

with the United Church of Christ.  "He has 

added value to many places."  

His service as a trustee has been marked by 

"great commitments, a lot of work and a lot 

of love," said President Huntington, adding 

that he has a knack for connecting people 

to one another, often with hugs.  

"He has made a difference in the life of Hei-

delberg for a third of a century."  

Surrounded by his family ñwife Sue, and 

daughters Cindy Bowser, Mindy Lacefield, 

and Pam ñRalph received a specially 

crafted Heidelberg cane and a gift card.  

The Heidelberg Heritage Society dinner is 

held each year to kick off Alumni Weekend.  

HEIDELBERG HONORS  

QUELLHORST  
A highlight to the Heidelberg 

Heritage Society dinner was the 

presentation of the second Trus-

tee Distinguished Service Award, given to 

the Rev Dr Ralph Quellhorst, class of 1959, 

who is currently the longest -serving of the 

board.  

Heidelberg President Rob Huntington cred-

ited Ralph as a minister, leader, and  

humanitarian "at home, in his home state, in 
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YOUTH GROUP RESUMES  

September 19, time TBA  
Please watch for more youth information 

coming in the mail and updated on the 

St John's website!  

calendar notes  
 1 Worship (p 2, 6)  

  Church Anniversary Celebration  

  Stephen Ministry Information Fair (p 1)  

 3 Dinner at Maennerchor (p 6)  

 4 The Largest Table (p 6)  

 6 Card Shower in pastor's study (p6)  

  Norris/Zoeller Wedding Rehearsal  

 7 Norris/Zoeller Wedding 4:30 pm  

 8 Worship (p 2, 6)  

  Reception for pastor Kathy after worship  

 9 Consistory Meeting (p 11)  

 10 The Largest Table morning pre team  

  Stephen Ministry Information (p1)  

 11 The Largest Table (p 6)  

 15 Worship, Jeff Jaynes preaching (p 2)  

  Stephen Ministry Information (p 1)  

 17 Leadership Staff meeting in pastor's study  

 18 The Largest Table (p 6)  

 22 Worship (p 2)  

  SEPTEMBER MESSENGER DEADLINE 

 23 Currents: Where Do We Go From Here?  

 24 The Largest Table evening prep team  

  St John's Circles' dinner gathering (p 10)  

 25 The Largest Table (p 6)  

 29 Worship, Jeff Jaynes preaching (p 2)  

Serving  in aUgUst  
  OFFICE OFFERING  

 1 Phil Beach  Jodie Harper  

 8 Joanna Atwood  Gary Baas  

 15 Diane Powell  Richard Teeters  

 22 Joan Stromeier  Linda Murden  

 29 Barbara McClure  Jodie Harper  
 

GREETERS: Narthex, West Ramp, Lobby Doors  

 1 Agnes Wolfe  Jerry Phalan  

  Burton Griess 

 8 Phil Beach  Joan Stromeier  

  Doug Davies  

 15 Joanna Atwood  Brenda Burris 

  Sallee Netto  

 22 Garrett Family  Alexis Campbell  

  Alex Knoblauch  

 29 Betsch Family  Chris Richardson  

  Markus Family  
 

  NURSERY CELBRATION STATION 

 1 Alise Connell  Dixie Lauer  

 8 Alise Connell  Robin Knaup  

 15 Alise Connell  Lynda Mullin  

 22 Alise Connell  Sherri Davies 

 29 Alise Connell  Alexis Campbell  
 

 

  LITURGIST  ACOLYTES  

 1 Ann Mancuso  Julianna Sutliff  

 8 Joe Betsch  Madeline Garrett  

 15 Alexis Campbell  Mya McClure  

 22 Karen Corcoran  Julianna Sutliff  

 29 Linda Flickinger  Madeline Garrett  
 

  AVTECHS:     

 1 Bill Dietz Tim Snively 

  Jerry Phalan  

 8 Jerry Phalan  Laura Kenyon  

  Nathan Campbell  

 15 Stephanie Coplan  Eric Fritz 

  Scott Davies  

 22 Laura Kenyon  Stephanie Coplan  

  Jerry Phalan  

 29 Bill Dietz Tim Snively 

  Scott Davies  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

music rehearsals beginé  

 Chancel Choir   September 9  7:15 pm  

 Carillion Bell Choir   September 16  6:30 pm  

 Handel's Messiah    October 21  7:45 pm  

ALL CHURCH  

PICNIC  &  

RALLY DAY  
SUNDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 12 

after worship  
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August 2010  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1 
 

Stephen Ministry 
information booth 

 

10:30 am Worship 
 

138th CHURCH  
ANNIVERSARY 
Lemonade & Ice 
Cream Social on 

the lawn 

2 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Office Manager 

 
 

3 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Office Manager 

 

Marilyn Potts 
Volunteer  

 

6 pm Maennerchor  
DINNER in honor of  

pastor Kathy 

4 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Office Manager 

 
12 noon  

The Largest Table  
Worship & Lunch 

Kathy Dwyer 
preaching  

5 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Office Manager 

 
Carl Raidiger 

Volunteer  

6 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Office Manager 

 
CARD SHOWER 
for pastor Kathy 

7 

8 
 
 

10:30 Worship 
Kathy Dwyer 
preaching  

 
Reception after 

worship  
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm Consistory  

10 
 

10:00 am TLT Prep  
 

Marguerite  
Whiteman 
Volunteer  

 

6:30 pm  
Stephen Ministry 

Intro + Info 

11 
 

12 noon  
The Largest Table  
Worship & Lunch 

Rick Studer  
preaching  

12 
 

Tim Snively 
Volunteer 

13 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Volunteer  

14 

15 
 

10:30 Worship  
Jeff Jaynes 
 preaching  

 
 

11:45  
Stephen Ministry 

Intro + Info 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm  
Leadership Staff 

18 
 

Walt Adams 
Volunteer  

 
12 noon  

The Largest Table  
Worship & Lunch 

Rick Studer 
preaching 

19 20 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Volunteer  

21 

22 
 
 

10:30 Worship  
 

MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm dinner 
6:30 CURRENTS 

24 
 

Mary Becker 
Volunteer  

 
5:00 pm TLT Prep 

 
6:30 pm Women's 
Circles dinner at 

Columbus Brewing 

25 
 

Walt Adams 
Volunteer  
12 noon  

The Largest Table  
Worship & Lunch 
Karen Corcoran 

preaching 

26 27 
 

Joanna Atwood  
Volunteer  

28 

29 
 
 

10:30 Worship  
Jeff Jaynes 
preaching  

30 31 
 

Kathy Markus 
Volunteer  

 
SEPTEMBER 1 

 
We welcome  

Rev Ronald Botts  
to St John's Church 

   

tba Norris/Zoeller Wedding 4:30 pm 

7pm Sharpnack/Lawson Wedding 6pm 
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their business to nearby friendlier areas, 

there was a retail slump, badly timed to 

coincide with the collapse of the housing 

market. Restaurants and shops closed. The 

county tax base dropped.  

The outcome: Passing the law led to 

higher taxes, not lower ones. And as for 

the crime rate? Chief Deane has charts 

showing that crime dropped every single 

year over the past decade before  the im-

migration law was passed. The voters of 

Prince William County repealed the law.  
(Excerpts from a review by ROGER EBERT / July 7, 

2010 / rogerebert.com)  

This story of an attempt at immigration  

reform  begs the question: How do we  

promote legality without punishing tax -

paying immigrant -citizens who sustain a 

positive American character that contrib-

utes to the wellbeing of all Americans?  

As John Grisham, author of The Firm and 

many other novels, stated,  

ò9500 Liberty  makes it clear that as we, a 

nation of immigrants, debate the immigra-

tion issue, we are defining our very identity 

as Americans.ó  

Join us for the next  

 
Monday, AUGUST 23 . 

Join us for a light meal at 5:30 pm; the pro-

gram begins at 6:30 pm. Our topic, Where 

do we as a country go from here? What 

should be in our immediate future? , will be 

debated by Joseph Mas, Ohio Hispanic 

Coalition; Omar Tarazi, Council on Ameri-

can -Islamic Relations; and by Harvey 

Wasserman, Senior Editor, Columbus Free 

Press, and author of six books, will share 

their respective views about the national 

priorities of our government.  

Circle this date on your calendar and join 

this discussion of the possible priorities of 

the nation. Free and open to the broader 

Columbus community.  

RECAP 
On June 28, Leo Pierson, a sociologist and 

instructor at Cincinnati State Technical and 

Community College, shared the documen-

tary, 9500 Liberty, at  St Johnõs Currents pro-

gram. It is the story of the passage and 

eventual repeal of an immigration law in 

Prince William County, Virginia.  

A blogger began to write about his un-

happiness with hearing Spanish spoken in 

public places. Finding an audience, he 

fomented about rising crime rates, rising 

taxes to pay for services for the newcom-

ers, overcrowded dwellings, music played 

too loud, fast driving, and so on. He and 

the Board of Supervisors president created 

a law similar to Arizonaõs new law. 

Among the law's opponents was Charlie T 

Deane, the long -serving, widely respected 

local police chief, who testified the law 

would cost about $14 million over five 

years to enforce. When Latinos began to 

move out of Prince William County or take 

WOMENñUNITE! 
St John's women's circles 

are combining for their 

summer meetings! Open 

Arms Circle is joining the 

Cherub Circle for food 

and much laughter in the 

months of June, and we'd love to welcome 

all the women ñand any men interested.  

We will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, August 

24, at 6:30 pm, at Columbus Brewing Com-

pany, 525 Short St, Columbus.  

We are looking forward to seeing new and 

old faces alike. If you plan to meet us, RSVP 

to Kathy Markus (614.475.5675, kmar-

kus2@columbus.rr.com) to be sure we have 

the right number of reservations.  

Thank you,  

Anne -Marie Salyer  

Coordinator  

christian edUcation  
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SECRETARYõS NOTEPAD  
for the July 12, 2010 Consistory Meeting  

The Selection and Personnel committees 

worked tirelessly to find an interim pas-

tor.  They feel fortunate that Ronald Botts 

was a candidate. He stood out among 

the candidates and focused on what he 

could do for St Johnõs. His first sermon as 

interim pastor will be September 12    

The Childrenõs Treasure Garden is doing 

well this year. Our thanks to the Kno-

blauch and Hahn families, and many 

others who have helped with the water-

ing, weeding, and planting.    

Want to know more?  A full copy of the 

Consistory minutes and the financial re-

port is available in the church office    

Respectfully submitted 07.18.10  

Joanna Atwood  

Secretary  

CHILDREN OF THE MANGROVES 
by Joyce Gilberg  

El Espino is a small village along the Pacific 

Ocean in El Salvador. The village is occu-

pied mainly by women and children and 

survival is placed on the backs of the chil-

dren. The mothers require the children (as 

young as six) to dig for clams and oysters 

among the roots of the mangrove trees. 

They work six hours each day. They smoke 

cigarettes to ward off the hordes of mosqui-

toes and have learned to put mud on their 

faces and bodies to keep from getting bit-

ten. A good day may net them $6. There is 

no time for school.  We joined them as they 

worked among the roots, digging in the 

mucky, wet sand and found that it took en-

ergy to dig down, sometimes a foot ñand 

even then, we weren't guaranteed a clam.  

During another trip to this small country, we 

visited a small village surrounded by jocote 

trees. Selling the fruit from these trees is the 

primary income for these villages. What im-

pressed us most was the remarkable friendli-

ness, generosity and spirituality of the peo-

pleñthey have so little and yet gave each 

of us a bag of jocotes, which they them-

selves needed to maintain a living.  

The CRD (Committee for Reconstruction 

and Development) is the non -government 

agency through which SARA works in El  

Salvador. There are so many needs in these 

remote villages ñclean water, schools, 

health clinics, decent living quarters, and 

roads. We have seen the results of money 

donated to the CRD, such as the water 

tanks built by the villagers with funds for sup-

plies and engineers donated by SARA and 

other organizations. One of these tanks sup-

plies water to fifteen villages.  

At this time the greatest need is continuing 

support for the two doctors and staffs in the 

remote village clinics. There would be no 

medical care in these areas without them.  

The doctors work for $375 a month and 

have to furnish their own cars to get to the 

clinics. Money is needed for their salaries 

and to buy medication. During the rainy 

season many suffer from diarrhea and respi-

ratory problems; other seasons see malaria, 

dengue fever, and amoeba diseases.  Over -

the -counter meds are collected and  

transported to El Salvador in the suitcases of 

those going on mission trips.  

SARA: August Mission of the Month  

St John's mission committee has set a goal: 

to receive enough donations to pay the El 

Salvador doctors' salaries for one month. 

Please note SARA on your check or offering 

envelope.  

mIssIon & OUtreach  
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to enter into a contract with the lowest bid-

der, A Plumbing , owned by Dave Wolf, a 

member of St Johnõs. Dave was on site Tues-

day to determine the necessary permits. This 

bid is only for the work that must be done to 

get the water running. There will need to be 

additional work completed after we are 

back in operation, but we can take our time 

to determine what our options are and go 

through the proper channels for approval.  

As of now, the scope of work is: pipes run-

ning under the floor from the kitchen into 

the Fellowship Hall, out the back wall, under 

the sidewalk, under the blacktop alley, 

where it meets up with the main sewer line, 

will be replaced. This will require digging up 

the floor about 2 -4 feet wide across the 

length of the above areas. Dave is estimat-

ing this to take 4 -5 days before we are able 

to have water in the education wing. The 

basement restrooms and the office sink are 

operational. An additional 4 -5 days will be 

needed to backfill the hole and place new 

cement sub -floor. Installation of tiles will be 

done at a later date.   

Dick Teeters, chairman of our constitution 

and bylaws committee has been research-

ing the best possible solution to this problem. 

As you know a special congregational 

meeting had already been scheduled for 

July 25, for the purpose of informing the 

congregation on the process of calling a 

new pastor and to appoint a pulpit search 

committee. According to our bylaws only 

items listed on the call to the meeting can 

be discussed at that meeting. Dick deter-

mined that our bylaws also state that we are 

governed by Roberts Rules of Order. He 

found that there are procedures for emer-

gency situations, such as we are experienc-

ing now, that allows the congregation to 

vote to suspend the rules in case of an 

emergency. The members of the congrega-

tion present at the meeting July 25, were 

informed of this provision. A motion was 

made and passed to suspend the rule to 

allow the sewage problem to be discussed 

and action taken. Authorization of expendi-

ture of up to $75,000 was approved to cover 

FYI:  Sewer Project  

This certainly is not the most charming article 

in the August Messenger , but it certainly has 

important information we all need to know.  

On the afternoon of July 13, the sewer drain 

that serves the kitchen and the education 

wing restrooms began to backflow into the 

kitchen, hallway, and Fellowship Hall. Thank-

fully the flow of raw sewage was brought 

under control by 10:00 pm. A professional 

cleaning company was called in to clean 

and sanitize the area.  

Rescue Rooter inspected the drains using a 

camera fed through the lines. It was discov-

ered that the pipes had deteriorated and it 

was strongly suggested that these pipes be 

replaced immediately. It became apparent 

that this was going to be an expensive pro-

ject. Since the education wing and kitchen 

were completely out of service, it was a 

timely project as well.  

Our bylaws require congregational ap-

proval for expenditures over $10,000 on any 

single project. The normal process is to call a 

meeting of consistory and consistory then 

issues a call for a special congregational 

meeting at least ten days before that date. 

This is a time consuming process, and in this 

particular case time was not on our side.  

Gary Baas, a member of consistory, was 

called in to assist on this project and met 

with the plumbing company to determine 

the course of action. Gary spoke with those 

present at the worship service on Sunday, 

July 18, 2010 to share what was going on 

with the sewer system and emergency na-

ture of the matter. This was not an official 

meeting so no òofficial voteó could be 

taken; however, a consensus vote was 

taken of those present and it was agreed 

that we needed to move forward with this 

emergency repair work.  

Gary was able to obtain three bids from 

three plumbing companies. I met with Gary 

on Monday, July 19, 2010, and we agreed 
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WE'VE GOT MAIL 
Reverend Kathy,  

 I thank you for the Blessing of the Pets . I 

was alternatively brought to tears and 

laughter at the event. We brought our two 

dogs and my daughter's dog, whom we 

were taking care of. What a joy to share in 

such a sweet yet reverent ceremony.  

 I'll always remember the well -behaved 

and darling dogs, the adorable guinea pigs, 

Chocolate and Oreo, and the sweet girl 

who came in her motorized wheelchair, un-

able to bring her pets but with photos in 

tow.  Thank you for your ministry that would 

allow all creatures great and small and their 

humble owners to be touched in such a 

sweet and Godly way.   

 I plan on coming by for a regular sermon 

some Sunday when I'm in town but I vote for 

always having church services in Schiller 

Park during the summertime. Such a treat!  

 Please be sure to thank the choir as well!  

Sincerely,  

Jane Cammann  
 

Dear members & friends of St John's,  

 Thank you for your generous contribution 

of $1216 to the South Side Community Minis-

tries Food Pantry. Your financial support has 

helped us to meet the growing needs of our 

neighbors who need our help.  

 We help over 200 families each month. 

The number of families using the Pantry con-

tinues to grow. Thanks again for your support 

of the Pantry to supply nutritious food 

choices for our south side neighbors.  

Best wishes,  

The SSCM Board 
 

Thanks to all my friends at St John's ñ  

 ñfor the cards, prayers, and visits during 

my illness. Special thanks to Pastor Kathy, 

and Bill & Lee Reiner; also to Sharon & Dean 

Coil for the beautiful flowers.  

 I'm feeling much better and hope to see 

you in church real soon!  

God's Blessing to all of you,  

Alice Trott  

 

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Altar flower sponsorship dates are available! 

If youõd like to honor a loved one or a spe-

cial event in your life, call or email the 

church office! Altar flower sponsorships are 

$30 per vase.  

the emergency repairs to the sewage sys-

tem. The funds for this work will be paid, in 

part, from the Major Maintenance Fund, the 

Foundation Fund and the Restricted Mainte-

nance Fund. Additional expenses, such as 

cleaning, flooring and possibly the heating 

system, will be addressed when those items 

are known. There is no additional cost to us 

to have these items not be in the original 

quote. Dick Teeters along with the constitu-

tion and bylaws committee is working on 

what the options we might have concern-

ing this emergency repair.  

Dave Wolfe was able to get the three  

necessary permits on Thursday, July 22. On 

Friday, July 23, Dave's crew, Joan Stromeier, 

Bill Reiner, and Bonnie moved furniture and 

kitchen items, and covered and sealed  

everything that could be covered with drop 

cloths so work could begin.  

We will do our best to keep the information 

regarding this project available to you, how-

ever, if you have any questions or concerns, 

you are welcome to contact me. If I do not 

know the answer I will find someone who 

does.  

Please keep St Johnõs and the workers in 

your prayers as we move through this pro-

ject.   
Barbara McClure  

Chairman: Stewardship Ministries  

Co -Chairman: Maintenance Committee  
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 Shirley Atwood  Phil Beach  

the family of Todd & Barbara Bates  

 Ray Bell Bob Brauer  

 Gini Busser Evert Burchett  

 Morine Castle  Connie Cordova  

 Elmoun Davies  Walter Frank  

 Gary Hahn  JoEllen Hahn  

 Tyson Harper  Sally Harris 

 Carl Hingst  Marilyn Hingst  

 Clif Hood  Betty Hughes  

 Ralph Hughes  Susan Johns 

 Heather Jones  Helen Jones  

 Tina Kline Dorothy Knight  

 Dixie Lauer  John Lay  

 Kelly Leibermann  Marilyn Lindig  

 Merritt Lindig  Craig Luzader  

 Milburn Miller  Rita Nowacki  

 Mary Lou Oldaker  Rita Robinson  

 Betsy Shewmon  Evelyn Skinner 

 Tina Swords Alice Trott  

the Stephen Ministry Leadership Team  

In oUr prayers  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  
 2 Lori Curran  

 2 Linda Michael  

 2 Kyle Miller  

 3 Nancy McHugh  

 4 Donovan Bacus  

 6 Lori Steigerwald  

 10 John Scheiblich  

 11 Jim Shelton  

 11 Julie Stromeier  

 12 Regina Port  

 12 Ralph Quellhorst  

 12 Zack Reynolds  

 12 Alexis Campbell  

 13 John Yakscoe  

 14 Christine Swords  

 16 Ruth Reeves  

 17 Joy Fischer  

 18 Gary Baas  

 20 Betty Schmitt  

 20 Jarrod Coil  

 23 Zoe Weaver  

 24 Tim Becker 

 25 Meredith Owen  

 26 Burton Griess 

 27 Wendell Swords  

 28 Agnes Wolfe  

 28 Kathryn Whiteman  

 28 Brian Pulfer 

 28 Kevin Miller  

 28 Katherine Schultz  

 29 Joanna Atwood  

 30 Rosie Mitchell  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Year-to -Date as of June 2010  

 

Pledges & Offerings  

Budgeted  $ 98,500.00 

Actual  97,895.12 

Difference  $ 604.88 

 

Total Income  

Budgeted  $ 166,796.00 

Actual  155,529.09 

Difference  $ 11,266.91 

 

Total Expenses 

Budgeted  $ 168,927.00 

Actual  168,371.16 

Difference  555.84 

 

The total actual  income includes a $17,500 

cash infusion from Foundation Fund; total 

budgeted  income had included Founda-

tion Fund infusions totaling $25,000.  

ST JOHN'S ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION Å AUGUST 1 

ALSO IN OUR PRAYERS... 

OUR FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE MILITARY  

 Steven Betts  Garrett Becker  

 Eric Brooker Christopher Dauer  

 Mike Hanson  Zach Hust  

 Joshua Kuhnt  Justin Lecklider  

 Andrew Long  John Pappas  

 Dale Paul  Kay Fischer Paul  

 Ken Pompili  Ben Potts 

 Dustin Stainer  Ryan Stout  

 Matthew Teeters  Chris Vetere  
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LEADERSHIP STAFF  
Kathryn Nystrand Dwyer Å Pastor   

614.314.4228   
KathyNDwyer@aol.com  

May Schwarz  Å Minister of Music  

614.499.1047  
 MaySchwarz@aol.com  

Bonnie Vallette  Å Office Manager  

614.224.8634   
office@stjohnscmh.org  

John Yakscoe  Å Pastoral Assistant  

614.256.2490  
yakscoe1@gmail.com  

Karen Corcoran Å President  

614.279.3964   
kcorcoran147@gmail.com  

Susan Olson Å Vice President  

502.439.8310 
susan.olson@ga.natixis.com  

Dixie Lauer Å Christian Education  

614.851.0714 
lauerdixie@gmail.com  

Christa Markus Å Mission & Outreach  

614.475.5675 
kmarkus2@columbus.rr.com  

Lisa Knoblauch Å Church & Ministry  

614.275.4983 
lrk63me@yahoo.com  

Barbara McClure Å Stewardship Ministries  

614.546.9239 
mcclurbjo@yahoo.com  

 

CHURCH STAFF  
Jim Davies  Doorkeeper  

Nancy Dietz  Money Counter  

Agnes Wolfe  Clerk  

St Johnès  
FoUndation  FUnd  

 

(The Endowment Fund  for St Johnõs 

Evangelical Protestant Church)  
 

Remember your Church when preserving  

the memory of your Loved Ones ! 
 

An Endowment Fund consists of  

contributions whose principal is to be 

kept intact indefinitely, the earnings 

on that principal being available to 

finance areas of need in your church. 

This gives the church endowment 

committee the flexibility to meet  

urgent and changing needs for  

generations to come.  We recognize 

that endowment giving is all about 

peopleé people with a dream to 

make this a better church.  
 

Unrestricted endowment funds to 

your church may receive the follow-

ing gifts, but are not limited to,  

estates, wills, stocks, bond, mutual 

funds, trusts and memorial funds.   

Memorials and celebration contribu-

tions give you or your family and 

friends an avenue to preserve the 

memory of a dear one and the good 

that flowed from his or her life.  

Contributions may also be made to 

the fund to honor or celebrate  

special occasions, such as birthdays, 

anniversaries, retirement, etc.  
 

Should you be continuing a long tra-

dition of philanthropy or just getting 

started, please call one of the follow-

ing committee members for help or 

to answer questions.  

 

Gary Baas Å President  

Richard Teeters Å Vice President  

JoEllen Hahn Å Secretary  

Marguerite Whiteman Å Treasurer  

Charles Wesley Å Trustee  
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TIME VALUE MAIL 

PLEASE DELIVER BY 

August 1, 2010  

Worship Å 10:30 am Å Sunday  

Worship Å noon Å Wednesday  

"Never place a period  
where God has placed a comma"  

ñ Gracie Allen  
 

FIND YOUR CHURCH. FIND YOURSELF.  

UCC.ORG 


